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OUTSIDE SCHOLARSHIP
WORKSHOP 2024

Have you completed the FAFSA?

The FAFSA must be completed in order for a
stfudent fo receive federal or state financial aid.
Some scholarship opportunities also require you to
complete the FAFSA.

To complete the FAFSA, go to www.studentaid.gov.

The FAFSA application must be renewed each year
to receive federal or state financial
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Federal and State Financial
Aid Updates

Maximum Federal Pell Grant is $7395

WV Higher Education Grant will increase from $3300 to $3400

ip will increase from $5200 to $5500

How do I find scholarships?

Places to Look:

« Your employer and/or your parents’ places of employment

* Churches

ith your field of study




Online Scholarship Searches

The following list of websites may be useful in your scholarship search. Although these
websites or scholarship search engines may assist you in finding scholarships that you may
qualify for, you will still need to apply for each scholarship individually.

www.fastwelb.com One of the most utilized financial aid search engines; searches for scholarships based
on maijor, year in college, home state, interests, and career goals

www.collegeboard.org Based on need and/or merit; searches for scholarships based on major,
race/ethnicity, home state, professional organizations, military service, learning disabilities and career goals

ollegescholarships.com Provides searches for scholarships in various ways and provides sample

f Labor, contains a section on
ive, and

Online Scholarship Searches

(continued)
www.umhef.org United Methodist Higher Education Foundation offers scholarships that are available based on
membership in United Methodist Church

www.gbhem.org The Higher Education & Ministry offers scholarships that are available based on membership in
United Methodist Church

www.ycfwv.org Your Community Foundation offers a variety of scholarships to students from their areq; if deadlines
have passed for this year, please note these opportunities for next year. These scholarships are for students in the
ies: Harrison, Marion, Monongalia, Preston, and Taylor.

ey for college
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Sweepstakes Scholarships

Some companies offer sweepstakes scholarships that require little effort to apply. Though
these scholarships are legitimate, keep in mind that the number of students who enter is
great. Also, these companies will use the information that you provide to market their
products and services. Here are a few sweepstakes scholarships that you may apply for if
you are interested:

pnc.com/scholarship PNC bank randomly selects six students every six months for $2000 prize

citizensbank.com/scholarship Citizens Bank randomly selects students for $2,500 monthly prizes and a
$15,000 annual grand prize

ver Student Loans randomly selects students for a $5,000 monthly

Tips and Information

* Apply for local scholarships
* Apply for scholarships with smaller awards
» Follow directions and satisfy all of the requirements

* Proofread/ask someone else to proofread

-well before the deadline
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Tips and Information

(continued)

+ Keep a copy of your application and supporting materials
+ Keep aresume on hand and update frequently

+ Be involved in clubs, organizations, employment, and/or other activities that will help you
stand out from other applicants

u well and will speak highly of you

Avoid Scholarship Scams

« Protect your personal information
» Do not pay to apply

+ Read the fine print

* Understand the terms and conditions

ial aid scams at the Federal Trade Commission website at
rship-and-financial-aid-scams
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Outside Scholarships and other
WVWCFinancial Aid

Outside scholarships are added in addifion to any other financial aid that you already
receive as long as the guidelines for the scholarship allow and total financial aid does
not exceed your cost of attendance.

If you are awarded an outside scholarship, you should provide the Financial Aid office
with a copy of the award letter for the scholarship as soon as possible. We will add the
i r financial aid award, and it will show as pending on your statement of
m the scholarship provider.

WVWC Financial Aid Office
Contact Information

Our Office is located in the O'Roark Nordstrom Welcome Center .
We are available between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM Monday-Friday.

Susan George, Director of Financial Aid

Maftthew Linder, Assistant Director of Financial Aid

Marion Sparks, Financial Aid Counselor
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Other Campus Resources

The following offices and staff members are available to assist you with the process of developing
your scholarship application essay. Reach out and make an appointment if you would like
assistance or editing.

The Writing Center: Library Room 112
writing_center@wvwc.edu
(304) 473-8854

The Student Success Center: Second Floor of the Benedum Campus Center

Ashley Huffman

Coordinator of First Generation Services

Let's Get Started!

The remainder of our time today is reserved for you fo begin applying for scholarships
and ask any questions that you may have.

GOOD LUCK!




